
Applied Philosophy



Overview

This course aims to challenge and open 
the minds of the students in the course 
through new ways of thinking and learning 
associated with introductory aspects of 
philosophy, sociology, psychology and 
critical thinking. 

● Students learn about and apply 
theories to social issues and 
elements of popular culture by 
evaluating/analysing a range of texts. 

● Students develop knowledge in 
regards to thinking constructs and 
develop reasoned arguments in 
relation to the subject matter 
associated with them. 



Year 9

● Research Skills and Individual 
Learning Module

● Future Problem Solving
● Visions of Leadership
● The Art of War / The Ethics of Peace

Year 10

● Critical Thinking Skills
● Psychology 
● Genetic Engineering
● Literature Review

Content



Applied Philosophy draws on the works of 
Western Philosophers and Thinkers 
associated with the disciplines of Social 
Psychology, Sociology and some aspects 
of Political Science, to explore Big 
questions and the world as it presents.

The course is differentiated from other 
Humanities in that it has a Philosophical 
and Critical Thinking base where students 
develop arguments and seek to apply 
these. Students learn to debate issues 
and relevance. These arguments are 
based upon ideas of logic and reasoning, 
and allows for the expression of a well 
developed thought process beyond a 
common idea. 

How different is it to other Humanities subjects?



Students learn to analyse, evaluate and 
apply their learning to a range of social 
considerations occasionally based in 
History, Literature and Popular Cultures, 
but they utilise a set of skills that are 
universal rather than unique to one 
discipline or ideology associated with that 
study, or text specific characteristics.



Philosophy

● Theory of Knowledge (Epistemology) 
How do we know what knowledge is.

● Ethics – Virtue Ethics, Utilitarianism, 
Moral Relativism, Animal Ethics,  
Common Good

● Free Will vs Determinism
● Metaphysics
● Existentialism
● Critical Thinking

Sociology 

● Culture Theory
● Rights of Man/ Women
● Economic Determinism
● Hegemony
● Cultural Identity
● Role of Institutions 

Elements of Philosophy and Sociology in the course



Psychology 

● The Brain and Neural Development
● Social Development
● Moral Development
● Consciousness
● Motivation
● Morality
● Cognition
● Feelings
● Psychological Disorders

Elements of Psychology in the course



Social Issues will relate to the the time and context 
in which the students are working, as well as public 
and media discourse.

These have included: 

● Whaling
● Policing 
● Race Relations
● Artificial Intelligence 
● Climate Change 
● Gender Equality
● Construct of Family

● Foreign Aid 
● Euthansia and Assisted Death
● Decriminalisation of Drugs/Social Drug use
● Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Human 

Rights 
● Business and Political Corruption
● Homelessness and Poverty
● Vigilantism and Justice 
● Obesity and Lifestyle related conditions

What Social Issues do students look at?



Critical Thinking and application to other subjects, 
where the student is asked to evaluate an argument for 
a position. This could be a straight forward as 
understanding the logic associated with Math theorem 
or doing a source analysis in History, even evaluating a 
piece of Literature in English as to what it is conveying 
about being Human or existence.

Understanding the Scientific Method and applying it to 
Science based subjects to understand why a 
proposition can be correct by deductive and inductive 
reasoning associated with observation and empirical 
decision making.

Understanding the Psychology of Human character 
and being able to evaluate and analysis it in a piece 
of English Literature or how it associates with 
PDHPE.

Understanding the depth of philosophy, sociology 
and psychology associated with Legal, Commercial 
and Economic concepts and thinking associated 
with transactional enterprise. 

Skills acquired are are translatable to other courses



Developed Reading, Writing and Comprehension 
skills

Ability to convey and analyse information in a 
variety of text types

Higher order thinking skills beyond simple factual 
recognition. 

Gains ability to deal with abstraction and 
conceptualisation drawing on a range of disciplines 
and subject matter. 

Ability to convey complex understanding in a 
concise and well structured manner using different 
forms of academic language and writing structures.

Ability to understand and apply logic and scientific 
rationale to a range of subjects. 

Understanding that the world has many ways to be 
perceived in the way that we see and understand it 
through thinking constructs and ideas associated 
with the way that Human beings define the world. 

Benefits for Stage 6 learning



Assessment Task 1 -  Year 9 

Your task is to construct a short film. You are to nominate 
a topic of your own choosing, and agree your choice with 
your teacher, before starting.

Your topic should be associated with a contemporary 
social issue that is the subject of public discourse, 
discussion and debate. This might include something such 
as Whaling, Climate Change, Use of Mobile and Internet 
Technologies. It must have been in or is the subject of 
discussion in media and appropriate forums, such as 
reputable websites, blogs, journals and periodicals. 

You should research your chosen topic using 
multiple sources that reflect a range of views, 
perspectives, and opinions, and come to a 
reasoned or rationale position in considering 
your chosen topic.

You should consider applying the lenses of 
Philosophy, Social Psychology and Sociology to 
your research and film product in developing a 
reasoned position or argument in relation to your 
chosen topic.

Student Work Sample 



Exploration of Ethical and Social 
Considerations associated with Batman 
and the key question: Should Batman Kill 
the Joker 

Is he a policeman, justice warrior or 
vigilante?

Watch the Video, Research and Define a 
position.

Learning Activities – Batman and Ethics  

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1959IoF7By8gNFLBLtbV6g6J4Y3l1S7Xq/preview


Explain to your partner how The Matrix and Plato’s Cave are linked to
Evaluate Neo in relation to the link between the two stories.

Create a 2 minutes video or sound recording to do this on your own.

Learning Activities -The Matrix and Plato’s Cave



Resources and Texts




